


In my house,
in my heart...

She cured him and then married him... And no.
this is no doctor-patient love story! Read on to

know more...

“ANIMAL MAGNETISM": Eversince she can
recall, Delhi-based home furnishings design-
er Sunita Chatterjee has been rescuing in-
jured orabandoned animals off the road, trees
and drains. Once she even chased a band of
doglifters - breeders onthe run - roped in the
cops, and rescued a St Bernard. Since she lives
in Defence Colony, it was natural for her to
transport her victims to the nearby Friendi-
coes Animal Shelter...

Gautam Barat, co-founder of Friendicoes
Animal Shelter, remembers Sunita from way
back in 1981 when she was 12, and he 19. She
had come to play football with his friends at
the Defence Colony park. They continued to
meet every time Sunita brought in victims to
the shelter, arguing he take in the abandoned
animal, even if it be a particularly vicious
monkey found lying injured by the roadside,
and space aproblem...

NO TIME FOR MARRIAGE: Life whizzed by,
and Sunita found herself in her 40s, her pas-
sion for animals unabated, but now com-
pletely involved in her job. She'd had no time
to think of marriage. Matchmakers were told
off firmly: ‘T am in my 40s, granted. So? Will
marriage give me a certificate to be alive and
kicking? I am fine! I can wait for Mr Right!’
Meanwhile, Gautam, approaching 50, also
felt too settled to want to change track and
take the plunge into marriage

CUPID STRIKES: One day, Sunita, bearing
an injured animal, chanced upon a televi-
sion shoot happening at Friendicoes Animal
Shelter. It was engrossing and she stayed till
the end. The crew moved to another shelter
and Gautam invited her to drive along with

him. After the shoot, when they were re-
turning, for the first time, they talked of
things other than injured animals. They
talked about themselves. Suddenly, Gautam
turned to her and said, ‘Hey why don't you
adopt me with all those animals? Confused,
Sunita spoke with her friends about her
conversation and they told her to see where
it would go... Both felt unexpectedly drawn
to each other, after all the years of knowing
each other! But she hesitated.

A SHOCKER: Soon afterwards, one day,
Sunita arrived at the shelter to talk to Gau-
tam, only to discover he was at VIMHANS
{Vidya Sagar Institute of Mental Health and
MNeuro Sciences), ‘Gautam is at a hospital? But
why? She asked. ‘For his alcohol problem’,
shewas told. Sunitawas shocked. Gautam, an
aleoholic? Mo, Sunita had never seen his dis-
creet drinking. She never noticed the half
bottles hidden in his socks, in the desk, behind
the books...

PASSED OUT: When Gautam returned from
VIMHANS, Sunita tried to talk to him about
his problem. Like most alcoholics, he was in
denial. Some days later, she walked into
Friendicoes and saw him passed out on his
chair. For a moment, she feared he had died!
Hewas alive, but had drunk himself senseless,
All attempts to revive him failed. In panic,
Sunita called his brother, Dipankar, and Gau-
tam was rushed to hospital. The verdict: im-
mediate rehabilitation. ‘But Gautam will
never admit himself into rehab for so many
days. He hates it!" Dipankar declared. “Then
we will trick him into going,” Sunita an-
nounced frmly.
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